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Education  

 

Red Bank Regional High School, Little Silver, NJ – graduated June 2023. GPA: 96% 

(unweighted) 

 Engineering Academy – took eight required engineering courses  

  Capstone Project – “Design of Prototype for Ropeless Lobster Trap” 

B.S., University of Rhode Island, Major in Marine Biology (exp. May 2026), Minor in 

Chemistry, Oceanography; GPA: 3.99 

 

Awards, Honors and Fellowships:   

 

University of Rhode Island 

Presidential Scholarship (2023 - Pres.) – 4-year merit scholarship   

Joan Irvine Smith & Athalie R. Clarke Foundation Award for Undergraduate Environmental 

Research (2025) - Scholarship for students conducting environmental research  

Continuing Education Scholarship, Rhode Island Angler’s Association (2024) – for high 

achieving sophomore marine science students attending URI. 

URI Undergraduate Research Grant (2025) - Grant given to fund research with university 

faculty  

Dean's List – Fall 2023, Spring 2024, Fall 2024, Spring 2025, Fall 2025, Spring 2026 

 

 

Red Bank Regional High School (RBRHS)   

Buc-Backer School Pride and Leadership Scholarship (2023) – from school endorsed parent 

group, given to one senior who demonstrates the most school pride   

Rik and Pim van Hemman RBRHS Engineering Academy Scholarship (2023) - First ever-

recipient, for students who plan to continue STEM subjects in their college career   

AP Scholar With Distinction, College Board (2023) – for students with 3 or higher on 3 AP 

exams and mean exams score above 3.5 

 

Work Experience  

 

Spring 2025 – Undergraduate Research Assistant, Wetherbee Lab – Biology Department – Shark 

Migration Analysis  

February 2025 – December 2026 – Undergraduate Research Assistant, Mogawer Lab, Chemistry 

Department – Metal alloy oxidation in seawater, Laboratory education   

Fall 2025 – Spring 2026 - Undergraduate Research Assistant, Rinehart Lab – Biology 

Department – Salt Marsh Ecology, Mussel and Blue Crab Predator Prey Dynamics  
Spring 2026- present – Research Technician, Rinehart Lab – Biology Department – Salt Marsh 

Ecology 
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/uri.academicworks.com/opportunities/16497/applications/945732?tab_id=V0N0WGRiVzk4K044enQrUDlvUnIwTWwvYUVxeDVKcE1iUUlRblkzZng4bz0tLWtJU2NPTGdscWY1dnBoNmpTNTZBalE9PQ*3D*3D--a68072fdb167f6c9d4e915aec18762ff12b764ad__;JSU!!Jh1S!jpLd0RjMssCXK8h0NDZX4FtNpkQuIyzFu0KrXJ0lPSn20L1-nFkzdfpKKPXdjzBMxMEtIOeavzyWWEa1uKlBRCWg90QpRjbj$


Fall 2025 – Pres. Undergraduate Research Lead, Hobbs Lab – Biology Department – Invasive 

crab Sensory Research, lead a team of undergraduate technicians running and 

developing experiments to assess how environmental stimuli modulates habitat 

selection  

Summer 2024 - Communications Intern, NJ Sea Grant Consortium, Highlands, NJ - Worked for 

the communications department helping with social media, research outreach, and 

event planning/execution   

Summer 2025 – SURF Fellow, RI NEST, South Kingston URI - Working under Dr. Kayla Kurtz 

and NSF- EPSCoR on Algal PGEs pollution research 

Sept. 2024 – Pres. -  STEM Tutor, URI Academic Enhancement Center - Tutoring students in 

introductory biology, ecology and chemistry courses at URI (Jan. 2025- pres., 

Tutoring Mentor)  

Feb. 2024 – May 2025 - Chemistry Undergraduate Teaching Assistant, URI - Lecture assistant 

for introductory general and organic chemistry. UTAs help with group work in 

lectures, hold office hours, and create videos as resources for students. 

Feb. 2024 – Pres. - Program Ambassador, College of Environmental and Life Science - Worked 

at recruitment events for incoming students.   

Sept. 2024 – Dec. 2024 - Undergraduate Lab Teaching Assistant, Geology Department, URI – 

Assisted geology graduate students in lecture and labs.  

Sept. 2023 – Jan. 2026 - Contributing Reporter/Photographer, The Good Five Cent Cigar, URI 

student newspaper, Creator and writer of my own weekly Zoology satire collum, 

“Critters on Campus”, STEM Reporter 

Feb. 2026 – Pres. - Staff Reporter The Good Five Cent Cigar, URI student newspaper, Paid 

position, as a weekly writer 

2016 – Pres. – Lecturer, in Geology at Red Bank Primary School and Mother Seton HS, NJ – 

taught K-12 grade (several times/year).  

November 2026 – Pres. - Substitute Teacher at Red Bank Borough Schools – K-8 

 

 

Leadership Roles and Extracurricular Activities  

 

University of Rhode Island  

Marine Science Society (2023-Pres.) 

Sailing Club (Sept 2023- May 2024) 

URI Pickleball Club (Sept 2024- Feb 2026) 

URI Marching Band (Sept 2023 – December 2023) - Cymbal Percussionist 

 

Red Bank Regional High School   

National Honors Society (2022-2023) – 60 hours of community service 

National Technical Honors Society (2022-2023) – recruitment for Engineering Academy 

National Italian Honors Society (2022-2023)  

Mu Alpha Theta, Math Honors Society (2022-2023) – 25 hours of community service 

(tutoring at local primary and middle schools) 

Vice President (2023) – organized tutoring activities 

Math League (2022-2023) – competed in math competitions 

Science League – science competitions  



Member (2019-2020),  

School Chapter President (2021-2023)  

Environmental Club (2019-2023)  

Trout Aquaculture Technician (2022-2023) - reared and released trout 

Marine Science Club (2022-2023)  

Oyster Aquaculture Technician (2022-2023) – reared and released oysters 

Athletics 

Varsity Swim Team (2022-2023)  

Music Performance 

Jazz Band (2019-2023) - Vibraphonist 

Marching Band (2019-2023)  

Mallet percussionist, Band Captain (2022-2023) 

Auxiliary Percussionist, Concert Band (2022-2023)   

Event Columnist, Op-ed Writer, The Buccaneer *School Newspaper (2021-2023) 

 

Other Skills 

 

Computer – MS Word, Large data set management with R Studio, Canva 

Laboratory- Field collection, Saltwater tank maintenance and pluming, Experimental design, 

Operation of a Scanning Electron Microscope 

  

 

Reference Contact Information  

 

Dr. Niels Hobbs -   

Assistant Professor, University of Rhode Island, (Mentor, professor, PI for individual project)  

Email: nvshobbs@uri.edu 

 

Dr. Shelby Rinehart-  

Assistant Professor, University of Rhode Island, (Mentor, research PI)  

Email: shelby_rinehart@uri.edu 

 

Samantha Kreisler –  

Communications Specialist, New Jersey Sea Grant Consortium, (Summer Internship Director) 

Email: skreisler@njseagrant.org 

Phone: 732-872-1300 x18 
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